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Dear Friends of Summa Health,

I 
am honored to serve as president and chief executive 
officer of Summa Health at this historic time of 
unprecedented philanthropic support from our community. 
This issue of Promise highlights Yvonne and Richard 

Hamlin, 2018 honorees of the Boniface DeRoo Award for 
Philanthropy, our highest philanthropic honor; the newest 
members of the Thomas W. Cornell Philanthropic Leadership 
Society; and Dr. Ernest R. Estep, honoree of the 2018 Summa 
Health Distinguished Physician Award, our highest physician 
honor.  

Along with the Annual Honor Roll of Summa Health donors, 
Promise celebrates the overwhelming support from so many 
for our campaign, “Caring for You … Then, Now, Always,” 
announced in February. We are privileged to share the stories 
of some of the donors whose generous gifts are helping 
Summa Health provide the highest quality, compassionate 
care now and for generations to come.

I am grateful to our dedicated volunteer leaders for their 
unwavering commitment to the health and well-being of our 

community, particularly Ann Brennan, honorary chair of our 
campaign, and Rennick Andreoli, campaign chair, who is leading 
the public phase. Their leadership has inspired nearly $60 million 
in gifts from our community toward our $75 million goal, the 
largest philanthropic endeavor in Akron healthcare history. 
Rennick Andreoli and his wife, Dee, who grace our cover, are 
among the benefactors who will be recognized in the new 
patient tower for their generous campaign gift. 

On behalf of all those we serve, thank you for your continuing 
commitment to Summa Health and everything your 
generosity makes possible for the patients and families in our 
care — now and always.

Sincerely,

T. Clifford Deveny, M.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer, Summa Health

Your generosity is helping 
Summa Health make history

Cliff Deveny, M.D., shows off the beautiful view of 
downtown Akron from the top floor of the new patient 
tower on the Summa Health System — Akron Campus. 
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THE CAMPAIGN  
FOR SUMMA HEALTH

Caring for You ... 
Then, Now, Always

Honorary Campaign Chair Ann Brennan  
and Campaign Chair Rennick Andreoli

The Campaign for Summa Health

To learn more about  
the campaign, visit  
summahealth.org/caring
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I
n the spring of 2016, Summa 
Health leaders sparked a physical 
transformation on the Akron and 
Barberton campuses with the 

announcement of a major investment 
in the healthcare of the community. 
Committed to the vision of founder and 
benefactor Boniface DeRoo, Summa 
initiated the changes in response to a 
growing need to expand and elevate the 
health system’s legacy of compassionate 
care for generations to come. 

Summa Health’s commitment to care 
for the health of the community called 
for more than a physical transformation 
of space on the Akron and Barberton 
campuses. It also compelled an 
enhancement of efforts to advance 
clinical research and innovation, 
elevate clinical education and honor 
clinical excellence.

In response to that conviction, the 
Summa Health Foundation board, 
chaired by Tom Clark, and the Campaign 
Executive Committee, then led by 
Honorary Chair Ann Brennan, came 
together to plan a comprehensive 
campaign on behalf of the patients 
served today — and tomorrow. Their 
work culminated on February 14, 2019, 
when Summa Health joined with leaders 
across the community to announce a 
$75 million campaign, “Caring for You … 
Then, Now, Always.” The campaign has 
raised nearly $60 million to date.

Now leading the campaign through 
the public phase as chair is Rennick 
Andreoli. The campaign — the most 
ambitious philanthropic endeavor in 

Akron healthcare history — will drive 
the next generation of innovative care 
in Northeast Ohio with its priorities to 
enhance the patient experience and 
empower clinical excellence.

Several compassionate community 
leaders already have made significant 
gifts, together totaling more than  
$25 million: Ann and the late David 
Brennan; Pam and Gary B. Williams, 
M.D.; Yvonne and Richard Hamlin; 
Nancy and Vincent DiGirolamo; the 
late Basil Smith, M.D.; Vanita and James 
Oelschlager; Dee and Rennick Andreoli; 
the Verna Hancock estate; Patty and Phil 
Kaufmann; FirstEnergy Foundation;  
Dr. Ernest R. and Bonnie L. Estep; and 
the Lehner Family Foundation.

Improvements aimed at enhancing the 
patient experience include a new patient 
tower on the Akron Campus, significant 
renovations on the Barberton Campus, 
and new imaging technology and 
diagnostic equipment on both campuses 
that will speed patients on their journey 
from diagnosis to lifesaving treatment. 

The landmark 300,000 square-foot 
seven-story patient tower provides a 
new front door to the Akron Campus. 
Patients and families can expect 
extraordinary patient comfort in 
spacious, private rooms designed to 
promote healing. The new tower will 
be home to labor and delivery, the Dr. 
Gary B. and Pamela S. Williams Center 
for Breast Health, a multipurpose 
conference center for use by the health 
system and community, and 67 same-
day surgery prep and recovery rooms.  

In addition, 11 new surgical suites 
— some equipped with stereotactic 
navigation, the newest evolution in 
minimally invasive image-guided surgery 
— will expand surgical capacity, making 
it possible to offer the latest techniques 
in orthopedic surgery, neurosurgery and 
other disciplines.

To further enhance the patient experience 
and affirm Summa Health’s commitment 
to caring for the whole patient — body, 
mind and spirit — is the establishment 
of a robust healing arts program that 
will surround patients, families, visitors 
and employees with the healing power 
of art and music. With support from 
the community, art and music will be 
integrated into patient care and available 
for the community to enjoy.  

Programmatic support to empower 
clinical excellence includes the 
establishment of endowed clinical chairs 
to attract and retain top physicians, 
expanded fellowship opportunities for 
training the next generation of physicians, 
endowed symposia and lectureships that 
advance clinical education, and additional 
investment in research that will catalyze 
discovery, advance medical knowledge 
and improve patient care. 

The philanthropic opportunities inherent 
in a comprehensive transformation 
of this magnitude have occurred only 
a few times during the 127 years of 
Summa Health history. Gifts of any size 
help to propel the next leap forward, 
continuing — and honoring — the legacy 
of generosity that has sustained Summa 
Health since 1892. 

“I want the best healthcare 
for my children and 
grandchildren — and 
their children and 
grandchildren. That’s why 
I support Summa Health 
now and always.” 
Ann Brennan,  
Honorary Campaign Chair
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“Summa has been 
here for more than 
125 years, and we 
need to ensure 
that it remains an 
exceptional resource 
for our community.” 
Rennick Andreoli,  
Campaign Chair
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THE CAMPAIGN  
FOR SUMMA HEALTH

To empower clinical excellence
• Establish endowed clinical chairs to recruit and retain 

top physicians.

• Endow symposia and lectureships to advance clinical 
education.

• Invest in research and innovation to catalyze discovery 
and advance patient care.

• Elevate clinical education to train the next generation 
of physicians, nurses and healthcare providers for our 
community.

• Expand fellowship training opportunities to build a 
physician recruitment pipeline.

S
umma Health has been an exceptional community 
resource for 127 years, and I am proud to help build 
on this legacy of care as chair of the campaign, 
“Caring for You …Then, Now, Always,” the most 

ambitious healthcare campaign in Akron history. This 
comprehensive campaign is a bold investment in the future 
of healthcare for our communities and ensures that Summa 
Health is able to provide the highest quality, patient-centered 
and compassionate care for generations to come.

As I reflect on the public announcement 
of our campaign earlier this year, I am 
inspired by the extraordinary giving spirit 
of our community. With nearly $60 million 
raised toward our $75 million goal,  we 
have accomplished a lot, but to reach our 
goal, we need your help.

“Caring for You ... Then, Now, Always” 
is truly an investment in “You.” The new patient tower 
on the Akron Campus and other improvements on 
the Barberton Campus respond to evolving consumer 
expectations, enhancing each patient’s experience and 
facilitating the right care at the right time. In addition 
to new and improved facilities, this campaign is an 
investment in medical education, research and discovery, 
and always excellent patient outcomes. To that end, we 
are investing in recruiting and training residents, fellows 
and other clinicians, many of whom choose to settle here 
to continue the Summa Health tradition of outstanding 
patient care. We are also investing in attracting and 
retaining highly talented and experienced clinicians who 
will provide exceptional care, conduct leading edge 
research and help train the next generation of physicians. 

As one of the largest integrated healthcare delivery systems 
in Ohio, Summa Health serves more than one million people 
each year across five Northeast Ohio counties, employs 
more than 7,000 as Summit County’s largest employer and 
contributes more than $2.7 billion in business volume impact. 
True to its founding principles, Summa Health is the clinical 
safety net of our community with more than $100 million 
each year provided to the community in charity health 
services and community health programs.  

At this historic moment in the history of Summa Health, I 
invite you to join us in honoring our past and our present 
by supporting our future. Together we can truly make a 
difference in the lives of so many, now… and always.

A message from Campaign 
Chair Rennick Andreoli:

To enhance the patient experience
• Transform the Akron and Barberton campuses to create 

modern facilities and expand surgical capacity.

• Create comfortable, attractive private rooms that 
promote healing.

• Provide program support for integrative medicine, 
healing arts, supportive care services and wellness.

• Acquire state-of-the-art imaging and diagnostic 
equipment.

• Offer programs and services for the underserved in our 
community.

The campaign, “Caring For You ... Then,  
Now, Always,” supports two key priorities  
that will further strengthen Summa Health’s  
legacy of caring for the Akron community:
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Thank you!
... to the many selfless community leaders, 
corporations and foundations who support 

Summa Health and help build on its rich 
legacy of supporting this community  
and providing a better place to live.

Following the inaugural joint meeting of the Campaign Executive Committee and  
the Summa Health Foundation board on June 21, 2018, members gathered with Summa Health 
executives, physician leaders and community leaders for a beam signing and photo in the new tower.
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H
elping others is a way of life 
for Dee and Rennick Andreoli. 

In 2018, they made their 
way of life a legacy with a generous gift 
to Summa Health that will strengthen 
Summa’s ability to enhance the patient 
experience and empower clinical 
excellence for generations. The Dee and 
Rennick Andreoli Courtyard outside the 
atrium lobby of the new patient tower 
on the Summa Health System — Akron 
Campus will honor their remarkable 
contributions to Summa Health.

They continue to enhance their legacy. 
Earlier this year, Rennick became chair of 
the Summa Health “Caring for You … Then, 
Now, Always” campaign — the largest 
philanthropic endeavor in Summa Health 
history. Rennick’s influence will be felt far 
and wide for generations to come in service 
to the community he and Dee call home.  

“We are fortunate to be able to give back 
to this community, and by leading the 
campaign we hope to inspire others to 
do the same,” Rennick said. 

Their long history of helping Summa 
Health starts with strong support for 
Summa Health nurses. Dee and Rennick 
established the Andreoli Awards for 
Nursing Excellence, which for several years 
recognized deserving individuals in three 
categories — compassionate nursing care, 
nursing safety and nursing research. 

“Nurses are at the heart of all healing at 
Summa Health,” said Dee. “They treat each 
patient like a member of their own family.”

In 2012, Dee and Rennick were honored 
at the golf outing for their steadfast 
support of Summa Health nurses. Dee 
later served four years on the steering 
committee for the golf outing. Her 
strong leadership took the event to new 
heights, contributing to the more than 
$2 million that has been raised for nurses 
since the event’s inception in 2010.

“The Andreolis recognize that nurses have 
a unique opportunity to touch the lives 
of patients every day,” said Lorie Rhine, 
vice president and chief nursing officer 
of Summa Health System – Akron and St. 
Thomas Campuses. “By supporting and 

encouraging the professional growth of 
our nurses, they make a positive impact 
on the health of our community.” 

In 2017, Dee and Rennick were honorary 
chairs of the Summa Health Sapphire Ball. 
Under their leadership, the gala raised 
a record $1.3 million for the Dr. Gary B. 
and Pamela S. Williams Center for Breast 
Health and other key clinical areas of the 
health system. Several nurses attended as 
guests of the Andreolis.

Love of community motivates their 
support for Summa Health and far beyond. 
In addition to Summa Health nurses, 
Andreoli beneficiaries include children with 
special needs, cancer patients, veterans, 
high school and college students, and 
neglected and abused animals. 

A lifelong friend of Summa Health board 
member Steve Comunale, Rennick is 
a founding trustee of the Stephen A. 
Comunale, Jr. Family Cancer Foundation 

— named for Steve’s son and Rennick’s 
godson, who passed away at 27. The 
Comunale Foundation, which provides 
supportive services for cancer patients, 
has eased the cancer journey for 
hundreds of local families.

It was Steve who introduced Rennick and 
Dee, who this year will mark 45 years of 
marriage. Kindred spirits in philanthropy, 
the couple share a desire to help 
others, a personal commitment that 
complements the business philosophy 
at the heart of their success in hotel 
management. In Rennick’s words, 

“Hospitality is people serving people.” 

THE CAMPAIGN  
FOR SUMMA HEALTH

“We are fortunate to 
be able to give back 
to this community, 
and by leading the 
campaign we hope 
to inspire others to do 
the same.” 
Rennick Andreoli

Rennick and Dee Andreoli

Inspiring others with  
a life of philanthropy
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Rennick is the president and CEO of 
RDA Hotel Management Company. 
Among the company’s holdings is the 
Hilton Akron-Fairlawn — the longest 
continually owned and operated Hilton 
franchise in the world.

For all they have done for the Greater 
Akron community, the Andreolis 
have been recognized with multiple 
community honors. At Summa Health, 
Dee and Rennick were inducted into 
the Thomas W. Cornell Philanthropic 
Leadership Society, the health system’s 
most prestigious giving society 
for friends and benefactors whose 
cumulative giving to the health system is 
$1 million or more. 

“This community is incredibly fortunate 
to have leaders like Rennick and Dee,” 
said Cliff Deveny, M.D., president and 
chief executive officer of Summa Health. 
“Their deep commitment to helping 
others sets an example for all of us.”

Thomas Clark (left), chair, Summa Health Foundation board of directors, presents Rennick and 
Dee Andreoli with a cow sculpture symbolizing the Andreolis’ entry into the Thomas W. Cornell 
Philanthropic Leadership Society, Summa Health’s most prestigious giving society.
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W
hen colleagues of 
Philip Kaufmann were 
challenged to describe 
him using only three 

words, the cascade of adjectives that 
followed included, “Very, very principled; 
happy, passionate, generous; and 
intense, focused, enthusiastic.” 

Tom Knoll, founding partner of Stark & 
Knoll, where Phil is a partner and group 
chair of the firm’s Estate Planning and 
Probate Group, pulled rank, taking 13 
words to get the job done. He described 
Phil as “one of the most ethical, 
principled persons and attorneys I have 
ever met.”

These and other accolades were shared 
in a tribute video celebrating Phil 
Kaufmann, honoree of the 2018 Summa 
Health Golf Outing.

The video echoed sentiments expressed 
only a month earlier, when Summa 
Health welcomed Patricia and Philip 
Kaufmann into the Thomas W. Cornell 
Philanthropic Leadership Society, a 
prestigious group reserved for 
Summa Health’s most generous 
benefactors.

Well before that defining moment, Phil had 
distinguished himself as an extraordinary 
friend of Summa Health during more than 
a decade of active involvement. He did so 
with the full support of his wife, Patty, who 
understands the importance of service and 
philanthropy in healthcare as a registered 
nurse at Akron Children’s Hospital. 

Phil began his association with Summa 
Health in 2007 as a member of the 
Summa Health Foundation board of 
directors, which he served for 10 years, 
including the executive committee in 
later years. He currently serves on the 

“Caring for You … Then, Now, Always” 
Campaign Executive Committee. He is 
an esteemed member 
of the Summa 
Health board of 
directors.

At the time he was honored at the golf 
outing, Phil already had served on the 
event’s steering committee for five years, 
generously sharing his leadership, time and 
treasure to assure its continued success 
in supporting advanced training and 
certifications for Summa Health nurses.

During those five years, Phil joined 
the Summa Health Behavioral Health 

Institute Leadership Council as an 
advocate for the area of care 

where the Kaufmanns will 
be recognized for their 
recent gift. As the 
inaugural chair of the 
Summa Health Charles 

THE CAMPAIGN  
FOR SUMMA HEALTH

Kaufmann family is proud  
to support Akron community

A legacy of 
giving back

From left: Patricia, Philip 
and Christopher Kaufmann 

in their Akron home.
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Deering Legacy Advisor Leadership 
Council, Phil led a diverse group of more 
than 40 leading legal, financial, estate 
planning and insurance professionals as 
ambassadors for the health system. 

In 2015, Phil was presented with the 
council’s Charles Deering Legacy Advisor 
Leadership Award for outstanding service 
in promoting charitable giving to Summa 
Health and inspiring others through his 
own support of the health system.

“Phil approaches philanthropy as 
something that’s a part of who and what 
he is,” said William Ginter, member of the 
Summa Health Foundation board. “His 

philanthropy is indistinguishable from his 
personal and professional life.” 

As the parents of a child who is disabled, 
Patty and Phil know what it is to give 
and receive unconditional love. Phil 
describes their son, Christopher, as 

“absolute joy.” The Kaufmanns’ full, active 
life together includes extensive travel 
around the globe. 

Inspired by Christopher, Phil has 
embraced others as well, serving 
in leadership positions on the state 
and county boards of developmental 
disabilities. In addition to his expertise 
in charitable giving, Phil became a 

trusted legal advisor in disability trusts 
and special needs planning. Among 
his many community honors, Phil 
was inducted into the Arc Hall of 
Honor for his significant contributions 
to the community integration of 
Summit County citizens who have 
developmental disabilities. 

When asked what he enjoys most about 
his profession, Phil said, “Helping people 
set future goals that create a legacy of 
the life they have lived.” 

The legacy of Patty and Phil will live on 
at Summa Health and far beyond for 
generations to come.
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THE CAMPAIGN  
FOR SUMMA HEALTH

D
r. Ernest R. Estep delivered 
thousands of babies at Summa 
Health during nearly four 
decades as an obstetrician 

and gynecologist. When he and his wife, 
Bonnie, made a generous campaign gift 
to Summa Health, it was only fitting that 
their support be recognized in the Labor 
and Delivery lobby in the new patient 
tower on the Summa Health System – 
Akron Campus. 

In addition to helping patients just 
starting or expanding their families,  
Dr. Estep was a beloved mentor to 
hundreds of young physicians, many of 
whom became leaders at Summa Health, 
including President and Chief Executive 
Officer Dr. Cliff Deveny.

“I felt it was best to lead by example,”  
Dr. Estep said, “to instill in residents that 
your actions are far more important 
than your words.”  

When he wasn’t delivering babies,  
Dr. Estep served Summa Health in other 
ways. He was medical staff president for 
three years, a founding board member at 
SummaCare and also a founding member 
of the Medical Society of Greater Akron, 
later serving as its president. 

In 2018, Summa Health honored Dr. Estep 
at the Summa Society Celebration with the 
Distinguished Physician Award, the highest 
physician honor bestowed by the health 
system, in recognition of his excellence as 
a clinician, educator and leader.

“Dr. Estep was all of that and so much 
more for so many,” said Dr. Deveny. 

“He has had a tremendous impact on 
Summa Health physicians and our 
patients and families. I’m a better person 
because of Ernie.” 

A devoted husband, Dr. Estep’s first 
words of thanks at the event went to his 
wife, Bonnie, whom he described as  

“ … my best friend, a beautiful woman 
and wonderful human being who has 
stood by me and supported me for over 
50 years … during internships, residency 
and long days with irregular hours.”

“We’re a good team,” said Mrs. Estep, 
who shares a passion for gardening 
with her husband. Their 11-acre estate 

Longtime OB/GYN helped 
give life to thousands of 
babies in Akron. Now he 
and his wife are giving back. 

Special 
delivery
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A
s Akron’s first board-certified neurologist and Summa Health’s first 
chair of neurology services, the late Jon Weingart, M.D., elevated 
the standard of neurological care in our community and made a 
profound impact at Summa Health. 

Now Jane, his wife of 57 years, and their 
children, Jon, Linda, Laurie and Amy, are making 
a difference with a generous gift to advance 
patient care. In recognition of their generosity, 
the medical-surgical nurses station on the top 
floor of the new patient tower on the Summa 
Health System — Akron Campus will honor the 
legacy of Dr. Weingart. 

The esteemed physician passed away on 
December 11, 2015, at the age of 80. A graduate 
of Buchtel High School in Akron, Dr. Weingart 
attended Ohio Wesleyan University where he and Jane met and fell in 
love. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 1957, and the couple married in 1958. 
Dr. Weingart attended medical school at Western Reserve University and 
interned at Hartford Hospital in Connecticut. His residency training was 
interrupted when he was drafted into the U.S. Army to serve as a captain for 
two years. He completed his residency training in both internal medicine 
and neurology at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. In addition to 
neurology, he was board-certified in psychiatry, electromyography and 
electrodiagnosis.

In 1971, Dr. Weingart returned home to Akron where he was instrumental 
not only providing exemplary care to his patients but also building a 
neuroscience team in Akron. As the inaugural chair of neurology services 
at Akron City Hospital, he led the division from 1971 to 1995. In addition 
to establishing an exceptional team of neurologists and neurosurgeons, 
Dr. Weingart was a talented diagnostician and played an influential role in 
bringing the first CT scanner and MRI to Akron. 

Dr. Weingart’s accomplishments as a prominent physician were matched 
only by his profound commitment to his patients, a relentless quest for 
knowledge, a passion for teaching, and deep appreciation for Summa 
Health’s nursing team and staff. A respected leader, he served as president 
of the Medical Staff at Akron City Hospital from 1988 to 1989. An exemplary 
role model and mentor, Dr. Weingart was beloved by residents and medical 
students. He was recognized for his dedication and support with the 
distinguished Teacher of the Year Award at Akron City Hospital.

“Dr. Weingart was a champion of Summa Health with sincere compassion 
for his patients and colleagues,” said Dr. Cliff Deveny, president and CEO. 
“We are grateful to Jane and her family and proud to honor Dr. Weingart in 
the new patient tower.”

For more information about establishing a lasting legacy at Summa Health,  
contact Barbara Boyce at 330.375.6356 or boyceb@summahealth.org.

Neurology pioneer  
to be honored in 
new patient tower 
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in Bath Township stands in testimony 
to the quality of their teamwork. 
Purchased in 1976, the property’s 
peaceful, shaded landscape is 
catalogued in the Smithsonian’s Archive 
of American Gardens and featured in 
the March/April 2018 issue of Ohio 
Gardener magazine. 

The Esteps’ generosity of time and 
resources takes them far beyond their 
own garden in support of the Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park Nature Conservancy, 
where Dr. Estep was on the board of 
directors for many years, including board 
chair in 2017.  

Dr. and Mrs. Estep are a good 
philanthropic team as well. In addition 
to their decades of generous support 
for Summa Health, Mrs. Estep belongs 
to the Summa Health Circle of Women’s 
Health Philanthropists, an initiative she 
has supported from its founding. The 
group of like-minded women shares 
a passion for advancing the health of 
women in the Greater Akron region. For 
more on The Circle, see Page 17.

Dr. Estep focused his entire career on 
honoring a covenant he made as a 
medical school student. He said, “I 
promised God that if He got me through 
this, that I’d do His work to the best of 
my capabilities.”

Many of the babies he delivered while 
keeping that promise are likely to 
welcome their own children near a space 
honoring the physician who delivered 
them – the Dr. Ernest R. and Bonnie L. 
Estep Labor and Delivery Lobby.

Dr. Estep chose to become an obstetrician 
and gynecologist because it was a “happy 
specialty.” He brought that happiness 
to his practice and his patients, ever 
cognizant of the miracle of each birth. A 
caring, compassionate physician, he was 
committed to making every pregnancy a 
“top of the mountain” experience.

The gift from Dr. and Mrs. Estep will help 
Summa Health make all patient care a 
“top of the mountain experience” now 
and always.

For more information about supporting 
women’s health, contact Shelley Green at 
330.375.6891 or greensh@summahealth.org.



Go all 
out for 
Summa 
Health

W
hen Tom and Ginny Knoll 
support a good cause, 
they go all out from the 
get-go. Their style was in 

full play at the 2018 Sapphire Ball, which 
raised more than $1 million for Summa 
Health Cardiovascular Services and other 
clinical programs. 

Honorary chairs of the 17th annual gala 
and a Diamond Sponsor, Tom and Ginny 
helped plan every detail and came to the 
gala in full medieval costume in keeping 
with the Venetian masquerade theme.  

In further testimony to their “all out” 
style, the Knolls made a second 
generous gift in 2018 to help Summa 
Health enhance the patient experience 
and empower clinical excellence, goals 
of the comprehensive campaign for 
Summa Health, “Caring for You … Then, 
Now, Always.” Tom Knoll also supports 
those goals through his leadership on 
the Campaign Executive Committee.

The Knolls moved to Ohio in 1965 for 
Tom’s first job as an attorney after he 
graduated from The Ohio State University 
School of Law. True to form, Tom, a 
Michigan native, took the initiative in 
getting to know his new community. He 
reached out, identified community needs 
and helped fill them. His involvement 

led to the establishment of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Summit, Medina and Stark 
Counties and First Tee of Greater Akron. 
For these and other achievements, Tom 
was honored with two of the community’s 
most prestigious awards, the H. Peter 
Burg Economic Development Leadership 
Award for his civic conscience and the 
Bert Polsky Award for his dedication to 
humanitarian causes in Akron.

Ginny, an Illinois native, is past president 
of the Junior League of Akron and 

former board chair of the Mental Health 
Association of Summit County. She is 
a former board member at Stan Hywet 
Hall & Gardens and at Mobile Meals, and 
is a former member of the Junior Board 
of Akron City Hospital. 

The Knolls’ involvement and support 
span more than three decades at 
Summa Health. In addition to their recent 
generosity, they have supported nursing 
education, medical research, palliative 
care, capital campaigns for cancer and 
critical care, and now, the “Caring for 
You” campaign.

Co-founder and principal of the Stark and 
Knoll law firm, Tom is a former chair of 
the Summa Health board of trustees and 
the Summa Health Foundation board, and 
is founding chair of the Summa Health 
Golf Outing steering committee. 

The Knolls’ generous campaign gift will be 
recognized in the new patient tower on the 
Summa Health System — Akron Campus.

For more information about supporting Summa 
Health, contact Nikki Hawk at 330.375.3548 or 
hawkn@summahealth.org.

Community leaders Tom and Ginny Knoll ...

Tom and Ginny Knoll, honorary chairs of the 
2018 Sapphire Ball, greeted guests in full 
medieval costume in keeping with the Venetian 
masquerade theme. For more on the 2018 
Sapphire Ball, see Page 18.

THE CAMPAIGN  
FOR SUMMA HEALTH
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H
untington National Bank, 
a venerable Ohio-based 
institution, is both bank and 
booster for the Greater Akron 

region through its commitment to invest 
in neighborhoods and improve the quality 
of life in the communities it serves.

The Huntington-Akron Foundation 
recently affirmed the strength of its 
commitment by awarding Summa Health 
a $300,000 grant to fund additional 
community health workers at the 
Summa Health Equity Center. Opened in 
2012, the Summa Health Equity Center 
was established to address, reduce and 
eventually eliminate health disparities 
among all social groups. Its goal is to 
empower people to change unhealthy 
behaviors that exacerbate health 
disparities and provide options for them 
to take control of their own health.

People who struggle to meet basic 
daily needs because of poverty, 

lack of education and other social 
determinants often face extra barriers 
in caring for their health and wellness. 
These barriers commonly result 
in delayed care and poor overall 
community health. Community health 
workers assist underserved populations 
in overcoming these barriers by 
identifying needs and linking people to 
appropriate resources. 

“Our community health workers 
are from the neighborhoods we 
serve,” said Dr. Lydia Cook, president 
of Summa Health Medical Group. 
“They can relate to, understand and 
connect with this population – without 
judgment – which helps us get services 
to those in need more efficiently and 
effectively.”

Summa Health community health 
workers guide patients through the social 
service process. They help empower 
individuals to make healthy lifestyle 

changes and participate in Health Equity 
Center programs. They also serve as 
mentors in navigating community 
resources. Most importantly, though, 
these community health workers get to 
know their patients personally to better 
understand the totality of their needs.

“By funding a network of community 
health workers, Huntington is helping 
to create an environment in which 
the community can thrive, rather than 
just survive,” said Nicholas Browning, 
president of Huntington’s Akron Region 
and president of the Huntington-Akron 
Foundation. “Our goal is to help people 
help themselves, which is essential in 
achieving long-term sustainability and 
growth.”

Huntington has a long history of 
supporting the Akron Region in 
collaboration with Summa Health. It has 
consistently served as a major sponsor 
of the Sapphire Ball and supported other 
programs and services of Summa Health, 
contributing more than $800,000 in gifts 
to the health system.

“Huntington and Summa Health are 
perfectly aligned in what we hope to 
accomplish,” said Mr. Browning, who 
also is a member of the Summa Health 
board of directors. “We recognize that, 
by working together, we can create a 
greater lasting impact – one that provides 
value, sustains healthy communities and 
empowers future generations.”

For more information about supporting  
Summa Health, contact Heather Lorenzon at 
330.375.7840 or lorenzonh@summahealth.org.

A PHILANTHROPIC VIEW

Banking on  
boosting the 

community
Grant shows Huntington’s commitment  
to strengthening neighborhood health

Huntington-Akron Foundation awarded 
Summa Health a $300,000 grant to 
fund additional community health 

workers at the Summa Health Equity 
Center. Pictured are (from left) Cliff 

Deveny, M.D., president and chief 
executive officer, Summa Health; Billi 

Copeland King, director, Summa Health 
Equity Center; Lydia Cook, president, 
Summa Health Medical Group; Marlo 

Schmidt, director of community 
benefit, Summa Health; Amy Patton, 

Akron Region marketing specialist, 
Huntington National Bank; and Nicholas 

Browning, Akron Region president, 
Huntington National Bank and president, 

Huntington-Akron Foundation.  
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G
enerous support from the 
Walter W. Born Foundation 
is propelling Summa Health 
forward. 

In 2018, the foundation continued its 
steadfast support of Summa Health 
with gifts to advance nursing excellence 
and transform the patient experience 
at Summa Health System – Barberton 
Campus. With total giving more than $1.1 
million and philanthropic investments at 
three Summa Health System hospitals, the 
Born Foundation’s impact is far-reaching.

Beginning with its first gift in 2007 to the 
campaign for the construction of the 
Jean and Milton Cooper Pavilion, the 
Born Foundation’s generous support 
has touched many aspects of patient 
care. A strong advocate for Summa 
Health nurses, the Born Foundation 
has made several significant gifts to 

support professional development and 
educational opportunities for Summa 
Health’s frontline care providers. 

In addition to ensuring Summa Health 
nurses have opportunities for advanced 
and specialized training, a grant from the 
Born Foundation provided nursing staff 
with the latest technology to monitor 
and assess patient vital signs. 

Additionally, the Born Foundation 
awarded Summa Health with a $250,000 
challenge grant to bring cutting-edge 
3D mammography technology to the 
community. The advanced screening 
technology takes multiple images of breast 
tissue to recreate a three-dimensional 
picture of the breast that allows 
radiologists to see through layers of tissue 
and detect abnormalities sooner, reduce 
the number of repeat tests, and decrease 
the amount of time patients have to wait 

Many programs benefit from Walter W. Born Foundation

Born ... with a purpose

A PHILANTHROPIC VIEW

“The Walter W. Born 
Foundation is driving 
innovation and 
clinical excellence by 
investing in a wide 
range of initiatives 
across the health 
system.” 
Michael Hughes, M.D., 
president, Summa Health 
System — Barberton Campus

Toby Blossom and Lorrie Shaffer (right) of Huntington Bank, 
trustee of the Walter W. Born Foundation, were involved in 

awarding a $250,000 challenge grant to Summa Health to support 
cutting-edge 3D mammography (above). That grant is the largest 
among dozens of gifts by the Born Foundation to Summa Health 

dating back to 2007 and totaling more than $1.1 million. 

14  |  summahealth.org/giving



for results. With the Born Foundation’s 
matching funds, Summa Health became 
the first hospital in the region to make this 
breakthrough technology the standard 
of care for both screening and diagnostic 
exams at all of its locations. 

Recognizing the important role Summa 
Health plays as a leader in behavioral 
health, the Born Foundation provided 
critical funds to renovate space and 
launch a partial hospitalization program 
(PHP) at Summa Health System – St. 
Thomas Campus in 2017. A step below 
inpatient hospitalization, PHP is offered 
as an alternative to inpatient psychiatric 
care for patients with a wide range 
of behavioral health conditions. A 
subsequent gift in 2018 allowed the 
expansion of behavioral health services 
on the Barberton Campus with space for 
an intensive outpatient program. 

“The Walter W. Born Foundation is driving 
innovation and clinical excellence by 
investing in a wide range of initiatives 
across the health system,” said Dr. Michael 
Hughes, president, Summa Health 
System – Barberton Campus. “Every gift 
is critical to our mission to provide the 
highest quality, compassionate care to 
our patients and contribute to a healthier 
community. The generous and loyal 
support of the Walter W. Born Foundation 
helps us achieve our mission.”

The Born Foundation is the result of 
thoughtful end-of-life planning of 
Walter W. Born, who passed away 
in August 1989. He was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife, Thelma. 
The Akron resident with a generous 
spirit and passion for the health and 
well-being of his community arranged 
for the creation of a foundation 
through his estate exclusively to 
benefit hospitals. 

Toby Blossom, Brenda Moubray and 
Lorrie Shaffer of Huntington Bank, the 
Born Foundation’s trustee, are helping 
to fulfill Mr. Born’s philanthropic wishes. 
With more than $4 million distributed 
to Northeast Ohio hospitals, patients in 
Akron and beyond are benefitting from 
Mr. Born’s compassion and foresight.

For more information about supporting 
Summa Health, contact Heather Lorenzon at 
330.375.7840 or lorenzonh@summahealth.org.

“I 
was born here and never left,” Froncie Repetti said about her five 
decades of giving back to Summa Health. 

 “I volunteered charting temperatures while in high school at what 
was then Akron City Hospital. My father was on the board there for 
35 years, and my mother was on the Women’s Board. It was a natural 
progression for me to follow in their footsteps,” said Mrs. Repetti.

She joined the Women’s Board of Akron 
City Hospital in 1967, becoming president 
of the board in 1980. In 1988 she 
became the first woman to be elected to 
the Summa Health board of directors. “I 
was thrilled and honored to be the first 
female trustee,” she said. “I feel very 
fortunate to have had many incredible 
volunteer experiences at Summa Health.” 

Mrs. Repetti also served for 18 years on 
the board of directors of Summa Health 
Foundation. Currently, she is a member 
of the Women’s Board of Summa Health 
System and serves on the Summa Health 

Seniors Institute and Primary Care Institute leadership councils.

In addition to her generous gifts of time and leadership, Mrs. Repetti has 
been an annual supporter of Summa Health for 35 consecutive years, 
giving to a variety of funding priorities including cancer, critical care and 
medical education. “I know my gifts help fund research and the purchase 
of new, cutting-edge equipment and technology,” said Mrs. Repetti. “My 
support stays right here in our community to maintain quality healthcare at 
Summa Health.”

Mrs. Repetti views her giving to Summa Health as a special way to show 
appreciation to those closest to her. “When someone touches your life 
and goes the extra mile, you want to recognize that person,” she said. 

“My tribute gifts for a wedding anniversary, birthday, congratulations or a 
memorial are very much appreciated — and unexpected.”  

And they always carry her signature message, “in grateful appreciation.”

For more information about supporting the Women’s Board of Summa Health System,  
contact Shelley Green at 330.375.6891 or greensh@summahealth.org.

50years  
giving 

to Summa Health
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Snapshots from recent 
leadership council meetings 
(from top):
n Members of the Healing 
Arts Leadership Council 
toured the new tower 
construction site.

n From left: Joseph Varley, M.D., and Patrick Palmieri, Ph.D., 
stand with chairs symbolizing their clinical prestige as holders the Jim and Vanita 
Oelschlager Endowed Chair in Psychiatry and Behavioral Health, and Chair 
in Traumatic Stress, respectively. Cliff Deveny, M.D., presented the chairs at a 
Behavioral Health Institute Leadership Council meeting.
n The Primary Care Leadership Council met in May on the Summa Health System 
— Barberton Campus.

Summa Health 
Leadership  

Councils

A PHILANTHROPIC VIEW

Employee champions
Summa Health would like to thank the members 
of the Employee Champion Committee for their 
commitment and dedication on behalf of the 
2018 I Am Summa Giving program:
• Annette Carozzi, RN, maternity, Barberton 

Campus
• Celena Collins, provider specialist, 

Configuration
• Angela Colosimo, senior supply chain app 

analyst, Purchasing
• Nancy Donel, director, Emergency 

Department, Akron Campus
• Roxann Fetty, clinical staff pharmacist, Akron 

Campus
• Shelley Green, senior director of 

development, Summa Health Foundation
• Matthew Gustovich, process engineer, 

Performance Solutions
• Denise Hecht, Summa Health Network/New 

Health Collaborative
• Tina Holmes, ICU-T2
• Sara Jewett, supervisor, clinical access center
• Duane Jordan, buyer, supply chain
• Hollie Kozak, division director, Summa Health 

Medical Group / A+PLUS
• Jessica Loudin, Human Resources
• Beth Lucey, Summa Health Network/New 

Health Collaborative
• Nancy Reynolds, system director, Infection 

Prevention and Control
• Ellen Saal-Patterson, medical social worker, 

Akron Campus
• Tedriene Small, RN, Employee Health
• Christa M. Smith, CVO / Credentialing and 

Verification
• Ashley (Soyk) Krul, wellness program 

specialist, HR Employee Wellness / DRIVE
• Terri Stakes, manager, Clinical Access Center
• Cheryl Watson, RN, unit director, Akron 

Campus

Employees build 
on Summa legacy 
of philanthropy
Summa Health employees and 
physicians embraced the organization’s 
long-held spirit of generosity in 2018 
by making nearly 50 percent more gifts 
than in the previous year, continuing a 
tradition of caregivers delivering gifts of 
hope and healing to the Akron region.

55%
increase in 
employee  
giving in 2018

49%
increase in  
physician  
giving in 2018

Summa Health leadership councils provide a forum to engage the 
influence, wisdom and resources of select individuals who have a 
passion to advance excellence 

in healthcare at Summa Health. 

Dynamic groups of more than 250 
thought leaders, who are invited 
personally by Summa Health, offer 
their opinions, experiences and 
counsel on patient care, clinical 
innovations and philanthropic 
priorities. As strategic advisors, 
advocates and ambassadors for 
Summa Health, they inspire others 
in the community by promoting and demonstrating a philanthropic 
commitment to Summa.

To learn more about how leadership councils help shape the future  
of Summa Health, visit SummaHealth.org/foundation/leadership-councils.

Strategic advisors,  
community advocates, 
philanthropic partners

I Am Summa
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Leadership Councils
• Behavioral Health Institute

• Cancer Institute

• Cardiovascular

• Charles Deering Legacy Advisors

• Healing Arts

• Orthopedic Institute

• Primary Care Institute

• Senior Health



M
embers of The Circle of Women’s 
Health Philanthropists, now in 
its seventh year and 69 women 
strong, demonstrated their 

continuing generosity to Summa Health at their 
annual holiday gathering in December 2018. 
Announcing the award of two grants of $50,000 
each for the second consecutive year, Circle 
members brought their cumulative giving to 
Summa Health to more than $350,000.

The 2018 grants support the Centering 
Parenting Program and the establishment of a 
Pride Clinic at Summa Health. 

“We take great pride in our mission to improve 
the overall health of women in our community,” 
said Ginger Marchetta, chair of The Circle, about 
the philanthropic vision shared by members of 
the influential network of female leaders. “We’re 
thrilled to be able to support Summa Health and 
these vitally important services.”

The Family Medicine Center on the Summa 
Health System – Akron Campus will use its 
$50,000 grant to grow the Centering Parenting 
Program, which provides education and support 
in a group setting to new mothers who are 

addicted to opioids. 
Groups meet monthly, 
allowing participants to 
access continuing physical 
and mental healthcare and get 
help for activities of daily life when 
needed. The grant will assist with providing full-
spectrum primary care for the infant, mother 
and her family.

“We cannot thank Circle members enough,” said 
Dr. Lynn Hamrich of the Family Medicine Center. 
“Their generosity will truly make a difference in 
these women’s lives.”

The Summa Health Medical Group and 
Diversity Advisory Council will use the $50,000 
award to help open a Summa Pride Clinic in 
the Chapel Hill area focused on the primary 
healthcare needs of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Questioning (LGBTQ) patients 
in the Akron region. 

“The LGBTQ community faces so many 
healthcare disparities and barriers when 
attempting to receive appropriate healthcare for 
their needs,” said Hollie Kozak, division director 
for the Summa Health Medical Group. 

Circle keeps 
expanding
Members dedicated to healthcare 
for women have given more than  
$350,000 to various programs

To join The Circle of Women’s 
Health Philanthropists,  
please contact Shelley Green,  
Summa Health Foundation,  
at 330.375.6891 or  
greensh@summahealth.org.
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Several members of The 
Circle of Women’s Health 
Philanthropists gathered for a 
holiday celebration at the home 
of member Mary Kay Chlebina.



HAPPENINGS

M
ore than 800 guests were 
treated to stilt walkers, 
jugglers, minstrels and other 
entertainment reminiscent 

of Venice nearly 1,000 years ago at the 
2018 Summa Health Sapphire Ball at the 
John S. Knight Center on September 22.

The 17th annual edition of Akron’s 
premier philanthropic gala was a 
Venetian masquerade ball that raised 
more than $1 million. Net proceeds 
benefited Summa Health Cardiovascular 
Services and other key clinical areas of 
the health system.

Tom and Ginny Knoll served as the 
honorary chairs of the ball, and Barbara 
and Gino Faciana led a group of 20 
volunteers and community leaders 
focused on fundraising efforts as 
corporate committee chairs. Roger 
Chaffee, M.D., and Michael Hughes, 
M.D. — longtime leaders in the Summa 
Health heart program — served as the 
physician chairs.

Musical performers included acclaimed 
violin soloist Jersey Gina, Grammy 
Award-winning baroque orchestra 
Apollo’s Fire, and the longtime Northeast 
Ohio band favorite Shout! 

Cliff Deveny, M.D., president and 
chief executive officer of Summa 
Health, spoke about Summa 
Health Cardiovascular Services and 
its commitment to high-quality, 
compassionate care. Summa Health 
cardiovascular patients Jim Riter and 
Darrel Seibert shared their personal 
stories in a touching video. 

Huntington Bank and Tom and Ginny 
Knoll were Diamond Sponsors of the 
2018 Sapphire Ball. Ruby Sponsors were 
Barbara and Gino Faciana of Pleasant 
Valley Corporation, S.A. Comunale, 
Sandy and Tony Solaro, and Sandy and 
Cliff Deveny. 

Akron native Sara Shookman, news 
anchor for WKYC Channel 3 in 
Cleveland, served as mistress of 
ceremonies.

Summa Health’s signature gala has raised 
more than $11 million since its inception.

  Evening of mystery and grandeur 
benefits Cardiovascular Services

Cardiovascular Services team

2018
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Guests of sponsor FirstEnergy 

Longtime Summa Health supporters Tony and 
Sandy Solaro



2019 Sapphire Ball
Featuring KC and the Sunshine Band
Saturday, September 21 
John S. Knight Center

Honorary Chairs:  
Robert and Regina Cooper

Corporate Committee Chair: James Simon

Physician Chair: Sameer Mahesh, M.D.

Benefiting: Oncology Support Services  
and other key clinical areas

Sponsorships are available. Contact Nikki Hawk  
at hawkn@summahealth.org or 330.375.3548.

2018 Sapphire Ball leadership, from left: Cliff Deveny, M.D., president and chief executive officer, 
Summa Health; Phylis Ferrara, president, Summa Health Foundation and chief development officer, 
Summa Health; Roger Chaffee, M.D., physician chair; Michael Hughes, M.D., physician chair; Ginny 
and Tom Knoll, honorary chairs; and Barbara and Gino Faciana, corporate committee chairs.

Ginny and Tom 
Knoll, honorary 
chairs of the 2018 
Sapphire Ball. For 
more on the Knolls, 
see Page 12.
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A
t the Summa Society 
Celebration on May 24, 2018, 
Summa Health honored the 
donors and volunteers whose 

generosity impacts the lives of thousands 
of patients and their families. Nearly 400 
guests filled the Hilton Akron/Fairlawn.

In recognition of their remarkable 
generosity to Summa Health, Richard 
M. and Yvonne Hamlin were presented 
with the Boniface DeRoo Award for 
Philanthropy — the health system’s 
highest philanthropic honor.

The DeRoo award is named for the 
unassuming Akron blacksmith who 
bequeathed his entire estate more 
than 125 years ago to create Akron City 
Hospital — sparking a legacy of giving that 
still pervades what is now Summa Health.

“We are profoundly grateful for the 
tremendous support that the Hamlins 
have shown to Summa Health and the 
well-being of our community,” said 
Cliff Deveny, M.D., president and chief 
executive officer, Summa Health.

“Yvonne and I are proud to support 
Summa Health and give back to the 
Akron community,” Mr. Hamlin said. 

The Hamlins generously committed  
$4 million to Summa Health in 2013, the 
largest single gift to the health system 
at the time. The Richard M. and Yvonne 
Hamlin Hybrid Operating Room Suite, 
named in their honor, elevated the heart 
and vascular program at Summa Health 
to one of the best in the country.

The Hamlins also have supported 
palliative care, cancer care, breast cancer 

research, the Stroke Center renovation, 
and medical education and research at 
Summa Health.

“They have strengthened the ability of 
Summa Health to care for generations of 
patients in multiple ways,” Dr. Deveny said.

That same evening, Ernest R. Estep, M.D., 
was presented with the Distinguished 
Physician Award. For more on Dr. Estep, 
see Page 10.

Our 2019 honorees
Boniface DeRoo Award  
for Philanthropy:  
The Women’s Boards  
of Summa Health System  
and St. Thomas Hospital

Distinguished Physician Award:  
Jay Williamson, M.D.
For more information on the 2019 Summa 
Society Celebration, call 330.375.3159.

CONGRATULATIONS!

HAPPENINGS

Hamlins, Estep honored at Summa Society 
Celebration for their service to Summa Health

Lifetimes of giving

Richard and Yvonne Hamlin receive a standing ovation after being introduced as recipients of the 
Boniface DeRoo Award — the health system’s highest philanthropic honor.

Cliff Deveny, M.D., Summa Health president and 
chief executive officer, with Ernest R. Estep, 
M.D., the 2018 Distinguished Physician Award 
honoree. For more on Dr. Estep and his wife, 
Bonnie, see Page 10.

Al Gilbert, former Summa Health president and 
chief executive officer, greets Richard Hamlin 
at the Summa Society Celebration.
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T
he Thomas W. Cornell Philanthropic Leadership 
Society gained four esteemed new members in 
2018.

Named in honor of the first president of Akron 
City Hospital’s board of trustees and a founding 
benefactor, the Cornell Society recognizes individuals, 
organizations and corporations for cumulative giving 
to Summa Health of $1 million or more.

Dee and Rennick Andreoli, Patty and Phil Kaufmann, 
Pam and Dr. Gary B. Williams and the FirstEnergy 
Foundation were formally inducted into the Cornell 
Society at a May 24 ceremony prior to the Summa 
Society Celebration.

“Your tremendous generosity to Summa Health has made 
a significant difference to our physicians, our nurses, and 
the patients and families we serve,” Cliff Deveny, M.D., 
president and chief executive officer, Summa Health, told 
new and returning Cornell members.

Members of the Thomas W. Cornell Philanthropic Leadership Society gathered May 24 at the Hilton Akron-Fairlawn for their 
annual induction ceremony. The Cornell Society is reserved for Summa Health’s most esteemed friends and benefactors.

Anthony Lockhart, 
chair, Summa 
Health board 
of directors, 
and Thomas 
Clark, chair, 

Summa Health 
Foundation board 

of directors, 
welcome Cornell 

members at 
the induction 

ceremony.

Cliff Deveny, M.D. (right), president and chief executive officer, Summa Health, 
welcomes Gary B. Williams, M.D., and his wife, Pamela, to the Cornell Society.

Cornell Society welcomes 
esteemed new members

Cornell Society inductees receive this silver-plated cow as a symbol 
of their generosity. The cow is reminiscent of the generosity of the 

staff of the Buckeye Mower and Reaper Works, who pooled their 
resources in 1898 to purchase a dairy cow  

to provide milk and cream for patients.
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HAPPENINGS

From left: Christine Havice, Ph.D., volunteer chair, Summa Health Healing 
Arts Leadership Council; Meg Stanton, curator, Summa Health Healing 
Arts Program; and Ann Brennan, visionary benefactor, Summa Health.

Nancy Seibert (left), member, Summa Health 
Healing Arts Leadership Council; and Melanie 
Lynch, M.D., medical director of the Dr. Gary B. 
and Pamela S. Williams Center for Breast Health.

P
rimed for an extraordinary 2019, 
Summa Health leaders shared 
exciting news about the future 
of Summa Health at the annual 

outreach events in Naples, Florida. 

Cliff Deveny, M.D., Summa Health 
president and chief executive officer, 
who was unable to attend due to an 
ankle injury, welcomed guests by video 
to the Annual Dinner at the Ritz-Carlton 
Beach Resort in Naples. David Custodio, 
M.D., president, Summa Health System 
– Akron and St. Thomas Campuses, 
shared news about the new patient 
tower, Summa’s healthy financial outlook 
and several esteemed industry awards 
recognizing Summa for quality care.

Alexander Venizelos, M.D., neurology 
specialist at Summa Health, presented 
the full spectrum of care at Summa 
Health Neuroscience Institute. One of 
his patients, Susan Oswald, who shared 

her story in a video, attributing her 
survival and recovery to his expertise 
and the latest advances in neurological 
care now available at Summa Health.

Summa Health visionary benefactor Ann 
Brennan hosted the Ladies Luncheon at 
her home. Melanie Lynch, M.D., medical 
director of the Dr. Gary B. and Pamela S. 
Williams Center for Breast Health, talked 
to luncheon guests about the benefits 
of the healing arts in the clinical setting. 
Christine Havice, Ph.D., volunteer chair 
of the Summa Health Healing Arts 
Leadership Council, and Meg Stanton, 
curator of the Summa Health Healing 
Arts Program, presented council 
members’ progress in creating a healing 
environment at Summa Health. 

Nancy and Darrel Seibert, members of 
the Healing Arts Leadership Council, 
hosted a dinner and council meeting at 
their home.

Neuroscience, healing arts  
and integrative medicine

FLORIDA

Alexander Venizelos, M.D., neurology specialist, 
Summa Health

From left: Donna Loomis, Alice Strickler, Mary Ann Jackson and Darrel 
Seibert were among the guests at the annual dinner in Naples.
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I
n October 2018, the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals’ Northeast 
Ohio Chapter awarded its highest honor, 
the Lifetime Achievement Award, to 

philanthropists Vincent and Nancy DiGirolamo. 

Nominated by Summa Health, Vince and 
Nancy have served, guided and supported 
Summa Health for more than three 
decades. In 2015, they were honored by 
Summa Health with the Boniface DeRoo 
Award for Philanthropy, Summa’s highest 
philanthropic honor.

“I am grateful for the opportunity to 
recognize Nancy and Vince for their 
transformational generosity and steadfast 
support of Summa Health and the entire 

Akron region,” said Summa Health President 
and Chief Executive Officer Dr. Cliff Deveny 
at the AFP awards presentation.

Vince and Nancy established the health 
system’s first endowed chair in 2007, the 
Vincent and Nancy DiGirolamo Endowed 
Chair in Oncology, currently held by Dr. Gil 
Padula, medical director of Summa Health 
Cancer Institute. 

In 2008, they established the Vincent and 
Nancy DiGirolamo Cancer Symposium, an 
annual gathering of leading cancer specialists 
from Akron and beyond who share their 
knowledge, research and innovative models 
of cancer care. The symposium celebrated its 
10th anniversary in 2018.

Lifetime achievement
Vincent and Nancy DiGirolamo

Through the commitment of many generous 
sponsors and supporters, the golf committee 
raised nearly $220,000 to support nursing 

education at the 2018 Summa Health Golf Outing.

More than 100 golfers enjoyed lunch, 18 holes on the 
famed South Course and dinner at Firestone Country 
Club on June 19. The annual event — entering its 
milestone 10th playing in 2019 — has raised nearly $2.3 
million to support continuing education, certification 
and more for the health system’s 2,000-plus nurses.

Philip Kaufmann was honored for his commitment to 
Summa Health. For more, see Page 8.

House of LaRose is founding sponsor of the golf outing. 
Altercare Integrated Health Services was a silver sponsor 
of the outing.

House of LaRose is the founding sponsor of the Summa Health Golf Outing. Its 
team of Jim LaRose, Mark LaRose, Brian Hagenmaeir and Mike Hamilton took first 
place in the 2018 scramble.

Nearly $220,000 raised to support nurses
Cliff Deveny, M.D. 

(left), president 
and chief 

executive officer, 
Summa Health, 

and Robert Grant 
Perry (right), chair 

of the event, 
honored Phil 

Kaufmann at the 
2018 Summa 

Health Golf 
Outing.

Cliff Deveny, M.D., president and 
chief executive officer, Summa 
Health, with Nancy and Vince 
DiGirolamo, who were honored with 
the Lifetime Achievement Award of 
the Northeast Ohio Chapter of AFP.
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2019 Golf Outing
Tuesday, June 18
Firestone Country Club, South Course
Honorees: Patrick and Pam O’Neill
Chair: Karen Lefton

Sponsorships are available. Contact Nikki Hawk  
at hawkn@summahealth.org or 330.375.3548.

SAVE THE DATE!



LEGACY OF 
GIVING

D
r. Stephen Kaiser and his wife, 
Marty, a nurse, retired from 
lifelong careers in medicine. 
Motivated by their professional 

regard for Summa Health and their 
personal experiences as patients, they 
are leaving a generous estate gift to the 
health system. 

In recent years, Mrs. Kaiser has 
undergone five vascular surgical 
procedures at Summa Health, each 
requiring a stay in the surgical vascular 
intensive care unit. Dr. Kaiser has had 
two cardiac procedures to correct 
problems with his heart 
rate and rhythm. Both 
Kaisers have enjoyed 
outstanding outcomes 
for all procedures.

“As a retired emergency 
medicine physician, I am 
not used to being on the 
receiving end of many 
of the procedures that 
were done to me,” said 
Dr. Kaiser. “But the physicians, nurses, 
vascular surgeons, electrophysiologists 
and catheterization lab staff made 
both of us feel very comfortable and 
confident going into the procedures.”

“Even though our Summa Health 
caregivers knew Steve was a doctor 
and I was a nurse, they were sensitive 
to our anxieties as patients, explaining 
everything thoroughly,” said Mrs. Kaiser, 
praising Drs. Drazen Petrinic, Joseph 
Pietrolungo and Tyler Taigen in particular.

Dr. Kaiser concurred. “They were kind, 
caring and empathetic all the way down 
the line,” he said. “We are blessed to 
have this high level of care in our own 
community.”

Married 39 years this summer, the Kaisers 
“met across the gurney,” said Dr. Kaiser, 

when they both worked 
in emergency medicine 
at what was then 
Cuyahoga Falls General 
Hospital. Dr. Kaiser left 
emergency medicine 
after 24 years to focus on 
occupational medicine. 
At the time he retired, 
he was medical director 
of Summa Center for 
Corporate Health and 

Summa’s Employee Health program. 

The Kaisers’ estate plan provides for 
their grown children and makes Summa 
Health a beneficiary of their IRAs, a gift 
planning strategy that saves their heirs 
considerable taxes. Also, the Kaisers 
receive present-day recognition for their 
future gift as members of the Summa 
Health Charles Deering Legacy Society. 

Best of all, they enjoy the satisfaction 
of knowing that the legacy they created 
will one day help Summa Health give 
to others the same compassionate care 
they delivered — and received.

For more information about making an estate 
gift to Summa Health, contact Barbara Boyce at 
330.375.6356 or boyceb@summahealth.org.

Bequests from 
benefactors brighten 
future for patients

“We are blessed 
to have this 
high level of 
care in our own 
community.” 
Dr. Stephen Kaiser

Leaving a legacy
A bequest is one of the easiest 
gifts to arrange. With the help of 
your attorney or advisor, you can 
include language in your will or trust 
specifying that a future gift be made 
to Summa Health, and you can be 
recognized for that gift during your 
lifetime. 

In addition to naming Summa Health 
as a beneficiary of an IRA or other 
retirement account, you can make 
a future gift through a life insurance 
policy or a commercial annuity 
you may already own. With certain 
qualifications, you can be honored 
for your future gift in a space in 
the new patient tower or existing 
space on the Akron and Barberton 
campuses.

Individuals and families who include 
Summa Health in their wills or 
estate plans, or have arranged an 
endowment gift of $50,000 or more 
are honored through membership in 
the Charles Deering Legacy Society, 
named for the local industrialist 
whose significant bequest in 1914  
led to the founding of Summa  
St. Thomas Hospital. 

For other examples and more 
information, including a  
free will-planning guide, visit  
summahealth.org/giftplanning. 

Dr. Stephen and Marty Kaiser

Thank you!
Summa Health is honored to 
recognize new members of the 
Charles Deering Legacy Society:
• Dee and Rennick Andreoli

• Phyllis Bonin

• Dr. Ernest R. and Bonnie L. Estep

• Verna Hancock

• Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Kaiser

• Patricia and Phil Kaufmann

• Roberta and Stanley Marks

• Margaret Metzger

• Beverly Smith
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Dear Friends of Summa Health,

S
ix generations after City Hospital of Akron first opened 
its doors in the Bartges Mansion, Summa Health 
still is caring for anyone in need in our community. 
In testimony to that founding ideal, Summa Health 

provided nearly $127 million in unreimbursed costs for patient 
care, programs, services, education and research for our 
community in 2017. Continuing that tradition of care compels 
a transformation that will take Summa Health far into the future 
and continue to build on the strengths of the past.  

As we move forward with our $75 million comprehensive 
campaign, “Caring for You … Then, Now, Always,” we are 
grateful for the outpouring of support from our community 
for gifts of nearly $60 million. I’d like to recognize the 
following benefactors for their leading campaign gifts totaling 
$26 million of that $60 million: Ann Brennan and her late 
husband, David; Pam and Dr. Gary B. Williams; Yvonne and 
Richard Hamlin; Nancy and Vincent DiGirolamo; Vanita and 
James Oelschlager; Dee and Rennick Andreoli; Patty and Phil 
Kaufmann; the Verna Hancock estate; the late Dr. Basil Smith; 

FirstEnergy Foundation; Bonnie and Dr. Ernest R. Estep; and 
the Lehner Family Foundation. They mirror the selfless spirit of 
community generosity that will help sustain Summa Health far 
beyond our lifetimes.

From facilitating the recruitment and retention of exceptional 
physicians, to upgrading facilities, to keeping pace with 
innovation, every gift makes a difference in the lives of our 
patients and their families.  As the “Caring for You” campaign 
continues, we look forward to all the advances our family of 
supporters will make possible for the patients and families of 
our community — one gift at a time.

Thank you!

Phylis Ferrara
President, Summa Health Foundation
Chief Development Officer, Summa Health
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Every gift 
is making a 

difference at 
Summa Health



2019 Sapphire Ball Honorary Chairs Regina and Robert Cooper

Summa Health Golf Outing
Firestone Country Club, South Course 
Tuesday, June 18, 2019

Visit SummaHealth.org/golfouting  
for information about sponsorship 
opportunities and to learn more  
about the golf outing, which this year  
is celebrating its 10th playing.

Summa Health Sapphire Ball
John S. Knight Center 
Saturday, September 21, 2019

Visit SummaHealth.org/sapphireball  
to explore sponsorship opportunities,  
purchase tickets, view photos of past 
Sapphire Balls and more.

For more information about Summa Health premier events,  
contact Nikki Hawk, director of development, at 330.375.3548 or hawkn@summahealth.org

Save the Date

2019 Golf Outing Honorees Patrick and Pam O’Neill
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